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[Part I. With a Map.—Plate I.] 


Aut books on British ornithology give some indication, more 
or less exact, of the range or distribution of the several birds. 
Still I am not aware that any one in this country has yet made 
this branch of ornithology a special subject of study, interesting 
as it is in itself, and important in many scientific points of view. 

Whether we wish to compare the respective range of the 
different branches of our Fauna and Flora, or to contrast their 
distribution in Great Britain with their range on the Continent, 
whether it is our object to estimate the effect of climate, pre- 
vailing winds, soil, geographical position, or the influence of man, 
all these most interesting questions can only be properly investi- 
gated when we have sufficiently exact data in each of the classes. 
Thus it is hoped that an attempt to illustrate the distribution of 
our birds on a regular and methodical plan will not be without 
its use. 

Our census is necessarily limited to the nesting-season, that 
being the only time when the birds can be treated as stationary ; 
and, for the sake of uniformity, we have adopted the districts 
already employed by Mr. H. C. Watson in his great work on 
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the geographical distribution of British plants, the ‘Cybele 
Britannica.’ 

The present outline is confessedly imperfect, not only from the 
insufficient number of observers, but because it has been thought 
better in many cases to withhold information of a doubtful 
character, rather than run the risk of mixing good with bad 
authority ; and as no pains have been spared to investigate every 
disputed point, it is hoped that the results may be accepted as 

‘tolerably accurate so far as they go. 

Had our scheme any claim to completeness, it might no doubt 
be considered partly as a record of the present and past distribu- 
tion of several species now fast decreasing through the progress 
of cultivation and drainage, and, we regret to add, the persecu- 
tion of game-preservers and collectors. It might also become a 
measure of the future increase of other birds which seem to 
flourish under the protecting hand of man. 

The present results might also be used as a means of ascer- 
taining some particulars of the movements of birds which remain 
in Britain all the year, and yet are partially migratory. This 
might be accomplished by noting the districts which a bird fre- 
quents during summer or winter only, or in which any species 
is more numerous at one season than another. 

it is hoped that all who may feel interested in the subject of 
this paper will not fail to point out any imaccuracy which they 
may observe, and that they will also endeavour to supply the 
omissions unavoidable in a first attempt. It is suggested that 
such additions might form an interesting subject for communi- 
cation to the ‘ Ibis,’ even if only one additional district can be 
filled up on good authority. Full lists of the nesting-birds of 
South and North Wales, of the North-west of England, and of 
almost any part of Scotland are especially desired. 

In acknowledging how much is due to the kind cooperation 
of the many friends and correspondents who have assisted in this 
undertaking, I have especially to thank Dr. J. A. Smith of 
Edinburgh, the Rev. George Gordon of Birnie, and Mr. Robert 
Gray, Secretary to the Natural History Society of Glasgow, who 
have not only furnished me with information themselves, but 
have taken great pains in collecting lists from various parts of 
Scotland. 
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My friend Mr. Alfred Newton has constantly assisted me 
with his advice and criticism, and I have also to return my 
warmest thanks to Mr. H. C. Watson, who has been repeatedly 
consulted in the preparation of this paper, and who has kindly 
allowed the accompanying map to be borrowed from the ‘ Cybele 
Britannica.’ 

The Latin names here used are taken from Mr. G. R. Gray’s 
‘ British Museum Catalogue of the Eggs of British Birds’ (1852) ; 
the order followed is that of Yarrell. Roman numerals represent 
the larger eighteen districts or “ Provinces,” and Arabic figures 
the thirty-eight smaller “ Subprovinces,” as laid down on the 
map. When a figure is enclosed in brackets, it is intended to 
show that the bird has been known to nest in the district, but 
has not done so of late years. The smaller Arabic figures in- 
dicate a greater degree of rarity, or that the bird has been ascer- 
tained to breed in the district only occasionally. 

The “ Types of Distribution ” afford a convenient formula for 
grouping the different species, according as they appear to pre- 
vail in the South, North, South-east, or South-west of Great 
Britain. Thus, 

“ British type” includes birds which are tolerably general 
throughout Great Britain, though some of them become 
scarce or wanting in the north of Scotland. 

“ English type” comprises birds more abundant in the south, 
and which do not reach far north in Scotland. 

“ Germanic type,” birds which have their head-quarters in the 
south-east of England, and become scarce as we advance to 
the north and west ; for example, the Nightingale. 

“ Atlantic type,” birds which are more abundant on the western 
side of Great Britain, or which have their al in 
the south-west of England. . 

“ Scottish type,” birds more abundant in Scotland than in Eng- 
land, and which become less numerous as we advance south. 

“ Highland type,” mountain species, e. g. Snow Bunting, Golden 
Eagle, and Dotterel. 


The following are the particulars of Mr. Watson’s “ Provinces” 
and “ Subprovinces,” together with the names of the friends 
B2 
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and correspondents who have furnished me with lists from each 
of the districts :— 


v = 


12. 


13. 
14. 


15. 


Province I. “ Peninsula.” 


. Cornwall, Mr. E. H. Rodd. 
. Devon, Mr. J. Gatcombe, Mr. W. Ford, Rev. M. A. Mathews. 
. Somerset, Mr. W. D. Crotch, Mr. W. M. Richards. 


Province II. “ Channel.” 


. Wilts, Rev. A. C. Smith. Dorset, Rev. O. Pickard-Cam- 


bridge, Rev. J. H. Austen, Mr. H. Groves. 


. Hampshire, Professor Bell, Mr. R. Tindall, Mr. H. Rogers. 


Isle of Wight, Rev. C. A. Bury, Mr. H. Rogers. 


. Sussex, Mr. Knox, Mr. Borrer. 


Province III. “Thames.” 


. Kent, Rev. H. Roundell, Mr. C. Gordon, Mr. G. Jell. Surrey, 


Mr. F. Godman. 


. Essex, Mr. H. Doubleday, Dr. C. R. Bree, Rev. J. C. Atkin- 


son. Herts, Mr. F. Bond. Middlesex, Mr. F. Bond. 


. Berks (no list). Oxford, Rev. A. Matthews. Bucks, Rev. H. 


Roundell, Rev. B. Burgess, Rev. C. Lowndes. 


Province IV. “ Ouse.” 


. Suffolk, Mr. A. Newton, Rev. J. Farr. 
Li 


Norfolk, Mr. A. Newton, Mr. T. Southwell, Mr. H. Steven- 
son, and Messrs. Gurney and Fisher’s List, published in the 
‘ Zoologist’ for 1846. 

Cambridge, Mr. F. Bond. Bedford (no list). Huntingdon, 
Mr. F. Bond. Northampton, Lord Lilford. 


Province V. “ Severn.” 


Gloucester, Rev. F. J. Scott. Monmouth (no list). 

Hereford, Mr. R. M. Lingwood, Mr. W. H. Powell, Mr. A. 
Hepburn. Worcester, Mr. G. A. Sheppard, Mr. J. Walcot. 
Warwick, Mr. R. E. Tomes. 

Stafford, Si J. H. Crewe, Mr. R. Garner’s ‘ Natural History 


16. 
17. 


18. 


a 
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of Stafford” Shropshire, Mr. W. H. Slaney, Mr. H. 
Shaw. 


Province VI. “South Wales.” 
Glamorgan (no list). Brecon (no list). Radnor (no list). 
Carmarthen (no list). Pembroke, Mr. J. Tracy. Cardigan 
(no list). 


Province VII. “ North Wales.” 


Montgomery (no list). Merioneth (no list). Denbigh (no list). 
Flint (no list). Carnarvon (no list). Anglesea (no list). 
The only authority for this district is Mr. T. C. Eyton’s 
“ Attempt to ascertain the Fauna of Shropshire and North 
Wales,” published in the ‘Annals of Natural History,’ 
vols. i, and ii. 


Province VIII. “ Trent.” 


19. Lincoln, Rev. R. P. Alington, Mr. G. Adrian. 
. Leicester, Rev. A. Matthews and Mr. J. Harley’s “ Catalogue 


of the Land-birds of Leicestershire” in Macgillivray’s 
‘British Birds,’ vol. ‘ii. p. 646. Rutland, Mr. W. Bell. 
Nottingham, Mr. H. Milner, Rev. R. Sutton. Derby, 
Sir John H. Crewe, Mr. O. Salvin, Rev. H. H. Crewe, 
Mr. J. J. Briggs. 


Province IX. “ Mersey.” 
Cheshire, Mr. J. F. Brockholes, Mr. C. S. Gregson. Lanca- 
shire (South), Mr. J. F. Brockholes, Mr. C. S. Gregson. 


Province X. “Humber.” 


. East Yorkshire, Rev. J. C. Atkinson, Mr. A. S. Bell. 
. West Yorkshire, Mr. Waterton, Mr. H. Smurthwaite, Mr. H. 


Reid. 
Province XI. “Tyne.” 


. Durham, Rev. H. B. Tristram, Mr. J. Hancock. Northum- 


berland, Mr. Selby, Mr. J. Hancock, Rev. H. B. Tristram. 
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25. 


26. 


27. 


29. 


30. 


3l. 


32. 


30. 


34. 
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Province XII. “ Lake-lands.” 
North Lancashire (no list). Westmoreland, Mr. T. Gough. 
Cumberland, Mr. C. S. Gregson, Mr. T. Hope, Dr. Hey- 


sham in Hutchinson’s ‘ History of Cumberland.’ Zsle of 
Man, Mr. J. F. Crellin. 


Province XIII. “ West Lowlands.” 
Dumfries, Sir W. Jardine. Kirkcudbright (no list). Wigton, 
Rev. T. B. Bell. . ; 
Ayr, Mr. R. Gray. Renfrew, Mr. M. Young. Lanark, 
Mr. D. Stewart. 


Province XIV. “ East Lowlands.” 


. Peebles (no list). Selkirk, Mr. J. F. Whitecross. Roxburgh, 


Dr. J. A. Smith, Mr. J. F. Whitecross. Berwick, Rev. J. 
Duns, Mr. R. Gray. Haddington, Mr. A. Hepburn, Mr. R. 
Gray, Mr. J. R. Pencaitland. Edinburgh, Dr. J. A. Smith. 
Linlithgow, Mr. T. D. Weir, Rev. J. Duns. 


Province XV. “East Highlands.” 


Fife (no list). Kinross (no list). Clackmannan, Dr. P. Bro- 
therson. Stirling, Dr. D. Dewar, Mr. J. Murray; Perth- 
shire, Col. Drammond-Hay, Mr. A. Pullar, Mr. J. Lamb. 

Forfar (no list). Kincardine (no list). Aberdeen, Mr. T. 
Edward, and the list given in Macgillivray’s ‘ Natural 
History of Dee-side.’ 

Banff, Mr. T. Edward. Elgin, Rev. G. Gordon. Nairn, 
Mr. W. A. Stables. Inverness (east of Loch Erricht), Mr. 
W. M. Snowie, Mr. W. Dunbar. _ 


Province XVI. “ West Highlands.” 


Inverness (west of Loch Erricht), (no list). Argyle, Captain 
J. W. P. Orde, Dr. D. Dewar. Dumbarton, Mr. R. Gray. 

Islay, Jura, Colonsa, &c. (no list). Mull and Lona, &e., Mr. 
H. D. Graham. Skye, &c. (no list). 


Province XVII. “ North Highlands.” 
Ross-shire, Mr. W. Dunbar, Mr. Danford. Cromarty (no list). 
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35. Sutherland, Mr. W. Dunbar, and the writings of the late 
Mr. St. John, MS. of the late Mr. J. Wolley. Caithness, 
Mr. R. J. Shearer, Mr. H. Osborne, Mr. W. Dunbar, MS. 
of the late Mr. J. Wolley. 


Province XVIII. “ North Isles.” 


36. Outer Hebrides (S. & N. Uist, Harris, and Lewis), Captain J. 
W.P. Orde, Dr. D. Dewar, Sir W. Milner’s List, published 
in the ‘Zoologist; p. 2054, Mr. J. Macgillivray’s “Zoology 
of Outer Hebrides,” ‘ Annals & Mag. Nat. Hist.’ vol. viii. 
p. 7, 1842. l 

37. Orkney, Low’s ‘Fauna Orcadensis, Drs. Baikic and Heddle’s 
‘ Nat. Hist. of Orkney, list from Mr. J. H. Dunn. 

38. Shetland, Dr. H. L. Saxby and Mr. J. H. Dunn. 


Though no list has been obtained from South-east Wales, it 
has been thought best to assume the Subprovince 16 as filled 
in, whenever a bird has been found to nest in the surrounding 
districts. 


AQUILA CHRYSAETOS (Pall.). Golden Eagle. 


Provinces [VIL] [VIII.] [XI] [XIL] XII. XV.-XVIIL. 

Subprovinces (18), (20), (242), (25 ?), 26, (27), 29, 80, 31, 32, 
(33), 34, 35, 36, (37). 

Lat. 55°-59°. “Highland” or Mountain type. 


In the time of Willughby, the Golden Eagle was reported to 
breed annually upon the high rocks of Snowdon ; the same writer 
records a nest found in Derbyshire in 1668. Bewick quotes 
from Wallis the remark that the Golden Eagle formerly had 
its eyrie on the highest part of Cheviot. Sir W. Jardine, in his 
‘British Birds,’ speaks of the precipices of Westmoreland and 
Cumberland as having once boasted of eyries. 

In the south and east of Scotland the Golden Eagle appears to 
be nearly extinct, having ceased to nest in the counties of Dum- 
fries, Ayr, Forfar, Banff, and Elgin, but still breeds in Kirkeud- 
bright (Rev. T. B. Bell) and Stirling (Mr. R. Gray), regularly in 
Perthshire (Col. Drummond-Hay), Aberdeen (Mr. A. Newton), and 
the western and northern parts of Scotland and in the Hebrides. 
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Dr. Moore, writing on the birds of Devonshire (Charles- 
worth’s Mag. of Nat. Hist. vol. 1. p. 114), mentions that a nest 
was formerly known on the Dewerstone Rock, close under Dart- 
moor. ‘This locality is at least ten or twelve miles from the sea ; 
but the nest is as likely to have belonged to the next species as 
to the Golden Eagle. 


HALIAETUS ALBICILLA (Leach). White-tailed or Sea Eagle. 


Provinces [I.] [II.] [XII] [XII] [XIV.] XV.-XVIII. 

Subprovinces (2), (5), (25), (26), (27), (28), 29, (30), 31, 32, 
(33), 34, 35, 36, 37, 38. 

Lat. 56°-61°. “Scottish” or Northern type. 

The Rev. M. A. Mathews informs me that the Sea Eagle 
formerly nested in Lundy Island. 

In a ‘ History of the Isle of Wight,’ by the Rev. R. Warner, 
it is stated that an Eagle has been known to incubate among 
the crags of the Culver Cliff: the last known to build came there 
in 1780, when a young bird was taken from the nest. Willughby 
mentions an eyrie in Whinfield Park, Westmoreland; and in 
1692, Mr. Aubrey was told that “ Eagles do breed in the parish of 
Bampton,” in the same county (‘ Corresp. of John Ray,’ p. 257), 
which Eagles must have been either this or the preceding species. 
Dr. Heysham also tells us that in his day this Eagle bred almost 
every year near Keswick and Ullswater. The late Mr. W. Thomp- 
son observed a pair of Eagles in the English Lake-district, in July 
1835 (Charlesworth’s Mag. Nat. Hist. i. p. 164) ; and Mr. C. S. 
Gregson informs me that there is a crag near Grasmere still 
known as “ Eagles Cliff.” Mr. J. F. Crellin has ascertained that 
a pair of Eagles used to build in the high cliffs at the south end 
of the Isle of Man: none have bred since this pair was destroyed 
in a snow-storm, about fifty years ago. 

In the south of Scotland, the Sea Eagle used to breed in 
Dumfries (Charlesworth’s Mag. Nat. Hist. i. pp. 119 and 44-4), 
in Kirkcudbright (Rev. T. B. Bell), on Ailsa (Mr. R. Gray), 
on the Bass (J. Wolley, in ‘ Ooth. Woll.’ p. 49), and seems to be 
nearly or quite extinct in the south of Scotland, but is still to 
be found nesting in various localities in the Highlands and 
Scottish isles. 
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PANDION HALIAETUS (Cuv.). Osprey. 


Provinces [I.?] [XTII.] XV. XVI. XVII. 
Subprovinces (8 ?), (27), (29), 31, 32, 34, 35. 
Lat. 56°-59°. “Scottish” type. Not in Ireland. 

Mr. W. D. Crotch informs me that a nest was built, eighteen 
years ago, at Monksilver in Somersetshire : “the keeper shot the 
birds when making their nest.” 

Mr. R. Gray tells me that the nest has been found on Loch 
Doon, in Ayrshire. Other localities might be cited in Stirling, 
Perth, Elgin, Inverness, Argyle, Dumbarton, Ross, and Suther- 
land; but the bird and its eggs are so much sought after by 
collectors that very few pairs continue to nest in any part of 
Scotland *. 


FALCO PEREGRINUS (Gmel.). Peregrine Falcon. 


Provinces I.-II. [IV.] V.~VII. X.—XVIII. 
Subprovinces 1-7, (11), (14), 15, 17, 18, 22, 23, 24-38. 
Lat. 50°-61°.  “ British” type, or general. 

Thinly scattered from the south to the north of Great Britain. 
More frequent on the rocky headlands of the north and west 
coasts, and not found in some of the level districts of the middle 
and south-east of England. 


HyrorrIorcHIs suBBUTEO (Boie). Hobby. 


Provinces I. II. HI. IV. V. VIII. X. 

Subprovinces 3, 4, 5—12, 14, 15, 19, 20, 22, 23. 

Lat. 50°-54°. “Germanic” or South-eastern type. Not in 
Treland. 


A scarce bird in all the districts where it breeds. Though 
noticed by Dr. Moore as breeding in Warleigh Woods, the 
Hobby is not included in any of the recent lists which I have 
received from Devonshire, nor have I any record of its nesting 
in Wales. It seems to be more frequent in the south-eastern 
and midland counties of England, its distribution thus resem- 
bling that of the Nightingale. 


* We doubt if the Osprey has bred in Scotland for more than ten 
years.— Ep. 
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HyporriorncHis ÆsALON (Boie). Merlin. 


Provinces IJ. II. V.-VIII. X.-X VIII. 
Subprovinces 5, 8, 14, 15, 17, 18, 20, 22-38. 
Lat. 50°-61°. “ Scottish ” or Northern type. 


The Rev. M. A. Mathews informs me that the Merlin has 
been seen on Exmoor in June. 

In the ‘Zoologist’ for 1862 (p. 8159), Mr. W. Farren gives 
an account of his finding the nest of the Merlin in low trees in 
the New Forest; and Mr. H. Rogers has obtained birds and eggs 
from the same locality. 

From Essex Dr. C. R. Bree writes that the Merlin breeds in 
the marshes of the Rochford hundred. Mr. Laver, his informant, 
has brought up the young birds from the nest. 

Breeds occasionally in Hereford (Mr. R. M. Lingwood), on 
the Longmynd Hills in Shropshire (Mr. Shaw), occasionally in 
Pembrokeshire (Mr. Tracy), regularly in Derbyshire (Mr. O. 
Salvin), in North Wales (Hyton), and from Yorkshire north- 
wards is marked as nesting regularly in every county. 


TINNUNCULUS ALAUDARIUS (G. R. Gray). Kestrel. 


Provinces I.—X VIII. 
Subprovinces 1-38. 
Lat. 50°-61°.  “ British” type, or general. 


The commonest and best known of all our birds of prey. 
Breeds throughout Great Britain, and is marked as nesting 
regularly in every county. Doubtless breeds in South-east 
Wales (subprovince 16), the only district from which I have no 
return. 


ASTUR PALUMBARIUS (Bechst.). Gos-Hawk. 


Provinces XTV.? [XV.] 
Subprovinces 28 ?, (30 ?), (31). 
Lat. 55° or 57°-58°. “Scottish” type. Not in Ireland. 

Mr. Tottenham Lee, writing in Dr. Morris’s ‘ Naturalist’ for 
1853 (vol. iii. p. 45), states that a pair once took possession of 
a Raven’s nest in Roxburghshire, and that he had heard of 
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another nest in the same county. Mr. Robert Gray, of Glasgow, 
who knew Mr. Lee, tells me that he was perfectly familiar with 
birds of prey, and was not likely to make a mistake as to the 
species. 

Macgillivray appears to have met with the Gos-Hawk occa- 
sionally among the Grampians; and Montagu quotes Colonel 
Thornton as having obtained a young Gos-Hawk from near the 
Spey, and as having seen some eyries in the Forest of Glenmoor 
and Rothiemurcus. Mr. W. Dunbar also writes that when he 
was a boy it “used to breed regularly in the woods of Castle 
Grant, and in Abernethy and Dulnane forests.”’ 

In the ‘ Zoologist’ for 1863 (p. 8678) mention is made of a 
nest found in Yorkshire, supposed to have been that of a Gos- 
Hawk*. 


ACCIPITER NISUS (Pall.). Sparrow-Hawk. 
Provinces I.-X VIII. 
Subprovinces 1-37, 38. 
Lat. 50°-61°. “ British” type, or general. 


Throughout Great Britain, extending to the Outer Hebrides 
and North Scottish isles. 


Mitvus recaris (Briss.). Kite. 


Provinces I.—VIII. X. XI. XIII. XV.—-XVII. 
Subprovinces 1-9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17-20, 22-26, 29-82, 34, 35. 
Lat. 50°-59°. “ British” type, or general. Not now in Ireland. 

The Kite has become so scarce, that it is impossible to distin- 
guish between the districts where it is quite extinct, and those 
where a few pairs may still continue to breed. “In Perthshire 
the Kite is not only destroyed for the sake of the game, but for 
its feathers, which are used in making salmon-flies ; so that, from 
being, within my recollection, quite a common bird, it is now 
nearly extinct.” (Colonel Drummond-Hay.) 

* It seems reasonable to suppose that, in the days when forests of Pinus 
sylvestris flourished naturally in Scotland, the Gos-Hawk inhabited the 
districts so occupied ; and Colonel Thornton’s evidence as to the fact of its 
breeding there must be considered satisfactory. It is well known among 


ornithologists that in some places this bird has bequeathed its common 
name to Falco peregrinus, and hence much confusion has arisen.—Ep. 
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Burro vuyearis (Bechst.). Common Buzzard. 


Provinces L—VIII. X.-X VII. 
Subprovinces 2-8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17—20, 22-25, 26-35. 
Lat. 50°-59°. “ British” type, or general. 


By no means common, and nearly exterminated in the eastern 
and midland counties of England. Still breeds regularly in 
several parts of the west and north of England and in Scotland, 
where it has a better chance of escaping the vigilance of the 
gamekeeper. 


ARCHIBUTEO LAGOPUS (G. R. Gray). Rough-legged Buzzard. 


Provinces [X.] XV. 
Subprovinces (22), 31. 
Lat. 54°-58°. “Scottish” type. Not in Ireland. 


A single pair bred for several years in succession at Hackness, 
where they appeared as summer visitors. 

Mr. Alwin S. Bell, of Scarborough, has kindly furnished the 
following particulars :—“ Mr. John Smith, who was gamekeeper 
for twenty years on the estate of Sir J. V. B. Johnstone, remem- 
bers the Rough-legged Buzzards perfectly well: there was no 
mistake as to the species, as they were feathered right down to 
the toe-ends. They used to breed, year after year, on the ground, 
amongst the heather, in the moor-dells near Ash Hay Gill, 
Whisperdale, about three miles from Hackness. One pair only 
bred every year during most of the time that Mr. Smith was 
keeper (twenty-four years ago). They were not seen except in 
the breeding-season. Mr. Smith has himself shot them from the 
nest, and remembers that they sometimes had young.” 

Mr. Williamson, the Curator of the Museum at Scarborough, 
confirms this statement, and remembers a male Rough-legged 
Buzzard being trapped by the keeper and brought alive to 
Scarborough. This bird escaped; but soon afterwards its mate 
was shot ; and in the following spring the same male returned, 
with another partner, when both were taken, and on the male was 
found distinctly the mark inflicted by the trap. 

Mr. Thomas Edward, in his account of the Birds of Banffshire 
(Zoologist, 1856, p. 5201), writes that the nest has been rarely 
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found in Banffshire ; and in confirmation of this statement it 
may be added that Mr. Edward has this season (1864) seen 
three young, which were taken by a boy from a nest in a wood 
about six miles from Banff. 


Pernis APIVORUS (Cuv.). Honey Buzzard. 


Provinces IT. III. IV. V. XI. XII.? XV.? 
Subprovinces 5, 9, 12, 14, 15, 24, 25 ?, 30? 
Lat. 50°-56° or 58°. “English ” type. Not in Ireland. 


This bird is well known to build occasionally in the New 
Forest, Hampshire. A nest, found at Selborne in 1780, is re- 
corded by White. a 

The nest has also been taken in Oxfordshire (Rev. A. Mat- 
thews). At Burnham Beeches, Berks (Mr. Blyth, in Charles- 
worth’s Mag. of Nat. Hist. i. p.539). In Northamptonshire, twice 
within the last ten years (Lord Lilford). Formerly in Warwick- 
shire (Mr. R. F. Tomes). Stafford (Zoologist, p. 5097). Shrop- 
shire (Mr. H. Shaw). Northumberland (Mr. J. Hancock). In 
` Cumberland, Mr. Heysham was informed that it bred in the 
woods at Lowther; and in Macgillivray’s ‘ British Birds’ (ii. 
p. 261) mention is made of a nest taken by Mr. J. M. Brown in 
the woods of Abergeldie, in Aberdeenshire. 


Circus ÆRUGINOSUS (Sav.). Marsh Harrier. 


Provinces I. II. [III.] IV. V. [VI.] VII. [VII] [X.] XI. 
[XIL] [XIV.] XV. XVIII. ? 

Subprovinces 1-5, (7), (10), 11, (12), 15, (17), 18, (19), (23), 
24, (25), (28), 30, 31, 37? 

Lat. 50°-58° or 60°. “ British” type, or general. 


Once frequent, now nearly exterminated ; but still breeds oc- 
casionally in a few English counties. Much rarer in Scotland, 
where the nest has been found only in Haddington (Mr. A. 
Hepburn), in Perthshire (Mr. A. Pullar and Mr. J. Lamb), 
in Aberdeen and Banff (Mr. T. Edward), and in Orkney (Mr. 
J. Dunn). From its scarcity in Scotland, the distribution of 
this species approaches to the English or southern type. 
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Circus cyaneus (Boie). Hen Harrier. 


Provinces I.-VIII. X.-X VIII. 
Subprovinees 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, (10), 11, (12), 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
2.2, 28-82, 34-37, 38. 
Lat. 50°-61°. “ British” type, or general. 
Scarce in the south-eastern and midland counties, and already 
extirpated in many of them ; frequent in the north and some 
parts of the west of England, and still more common in Scotland. 


Circus CINERACEUS (Naum.). Montagu’s Harrier. 


Provinces I.-IV. V.? VIII. X. XVII.? 
Subprovinces (2), 3, 4, 7, (10), 11, (12), 15 ?, (19), 22, 25,35? 
Lat. 50°-55° or 58°. “ English” type. Not in Ireland. 

A scarce species. Until recently, appears to have been a 
regular summer visitant to some of the southern and eastern 
counties. 

Formerly found nesting in Devonshire by Montagu, and still 
breeds occasionally in Somerset, Dorset, Kent, and Norfolk. 
Extinct in Devon, Suffolk, Cambridge, Huntingdon, and Lincoln. 
In Shropshire Mr. Shaw once obtained a female that had been 
recently sitting ; and a nest, found on the Whitby Moors, near 
Scarborough, is recorded in Dr. Morris’s ‘ Naturalist’ for 1855. 
Mr. Hancock writes that he has two young birds which were 
bred in Cumberland. There appears to be some doubt whether 
the species has been properly identified in Scotland, though Mr. 
Dunbar tells me that he has “eggs and birds from Sutherland.” 
Sir W. Milner also includes it in his list of birds found in that 
county (Zoologist, p. 2014). This species is believed to have 
occurred once in Ayrshire, according to Thompson’s ‘ Birds of 
Ireland’ (vol. i. p. 83). 


Orus VULGARIS (Flem.). . Long-eared Owl. 


Provinces I.—X VII. 
Subprovinces 2, 8, 4, 6, (8), 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 17, 19, 20, 
21-32, 34, 35. 
Lat. 50°-59°. “ British” type, or general. 
Apparently more frequent in the north of England and in 


in Great Britain during the Nesting-season. 15 


Scotland, perhaps owing to the greater prevalence of fir and pine 
woods, which are its favourite resort. Scarce during the breeding- 
season in the southern and midland counties, where it is better 
known as a winter visitor. Mr. A. Newton considers it the 
commonest Owl in the eastern counties. 


Orus Bracnyorus (Boie). Short-eared Owl. 


Provinces IV. X. XI. XIL.? XYII—XVITI. 
Subprovinces 10, 11, 12, 22, 24, 25 ?, 26-29, 34-37. 
Lat. 52°-60°. “Scottish” or Northern type. Not in Ireland. 


Breeds in Suffolk, Norfolk, and Cambridge; formerly also in 
Huntingdon (Mr. F. Bond). The nest has been once or twice 
taken near Scarborough (Mr. A. S. Bell). In Durham and 
Northumberland (Mr. Hancock and Rev. H. B. Tristram). Sir 
W. Jardine also mentions the moorland ranges of Westmoreland 
and Cumberland as probable breeding-places. 

In Scotland, the Short-eared Owl nests regularly in Dumfries 
(Sir W. Jardine), on Ailsa (Mr. R. Gray); in the counties of 
Selkirk and Roxburgh occasionally (Mr. J. F. Whitecross) ; in 
Stirling (Mr. J. Murray), Clackmannan (Dr. P. Brotherson) ; in 
Perth (Mr. A. Pullar); in Ross, Sutherland, Caithness, Hebrides, 
and Orkney. 


STRIX FLAMMEA (Z.). Barn- or White Owl. 
Provinces I.—XVII. 
Subprovinces 1-29, 30, 31, 32, 33-35. 
Lat. 50°-59°. “British” type, or general. 

Very rare in the north of Scotland, and nests only occasionally 
in Ross and Caithness. 

Low states that it used to breed in Hoy; but the bird has not 
been recently seen in the Orkneys, 


SYRNIUM ALUCO (Cuv.). Tawny Owl. 


Provinces I.—-XVII. 
Subprovinces 1-82, 34, 35, 37? 
Lat. 50°-59°. “British” type, or general. Not in Ireland. 


Scarce in the north of Scotland, according to Macgillivray ; 
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‘but is reported by various correspondents as nesting regularly 
in the counties of Aberdeen, Banff, Elgin, Nairn, Inverness, Ross, 
Sutherland, and even in Caithness; Low describes it as found 
in the more hilly part of Orkney in summer. It is singular 
that this Owl should be so scarce in Ireland, Thompson giving 
only a single instance of its occurrence. 

Obs.—Several supposed instances of the Snowy Owl (Nyctea 
nivea, Bonap.) breeding in the British Islands are on record. 
In the ‘Zoologist’ for 1856 (p. 5201), Mr. T. Edward gives 
an account of a nest, containing two young birds, which was 
found in 1845 in a narrow chasm on the promontory of Loggie 
Head, Banffshire ; but in a letter which I have lately received from 
Mr. Edward, he tells me that he did not see the birds himself. 

Mr. J. H. Dunn tells me that the Snowy Owl bred on the 
hills of Orphir, near Stromness, about thirty-five years ago. He 
knows the person well who took different nests. 

Dr. Saxby writes that the Snowy Owl was first obtained in 
Shetland in 1808 by Dr. Edmonston, “ who neither had nor has 
any doubt that the bird bred at that time. The spot where the 
nest used to be found is still pointed out.” In Macgillivray’s 
‘ British Birds’ (vol. iii. p. 412) mention is made of a nest and 
three young birds found in Shetland, and reported to Dr. Ed- 
monston, who, however, is there quoted as saying, “ I have 
always doubted whether it bred here.” 

Mr. Robert Gray thinks that the Snowy Owl may breed in 
the Hebrides, where it is by no means rare. It has been re- 
peatedly seen at Benbecula; and specimens have been recently 
obtained in Skye, Harris, and Benbecula. 

On the Continent the Snowy Owl is strictly an Arctic species, 
breeding only at Alpine elevations, and these north of latitude 
60°, hence its nesting in any part of the British Isles appears 
highly improbable. 

The Scops Eared Owl E scops, Keys. et Blas.) is 
recorded by Mr. Hogg (Brewster’s ‘ History of Stockton-on- 
Tees,’ App. p. 14), on the information of Mr. Winch, as having 
been known to breed once, forty years ago, in Castle-Eden 
Dene, Durham. 
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ENNEOCTONUS CoLLURIO (Boie). Red-backed Shrike. 


Provinces I.—XII. XIV. 
Subprovinces 1, 2-15, 17, 18, 20, 21-25, 28. 
Lat. 50°-55° or 56°. “English” type. Not in Ireland. 


Breeds only occasionally in Cornwall, and is apparently not 
found in Lincolnshire. Mr. Eyton describes the Red-backed 
Shrike as very common in Wales. Thence northwards it becomes 
rare, nesting only occasionally in Westmoreland, Cumberland, 
and Durham, and is not included in the Northumberland list. 

A very few instances are known of it breeding in Scotland. 
The Rev. J. Duns has once seen a pair during the summer in 
Berwickshire. Mr. Robert Gray tells me that a pair frequented 
a hedge-row near Dunbar during the breeding-season of 1852 ; 
and Mr. J. R. Pencaitland has aseertained that the nest has been 
once found in Haddingtonshire. 

Gbs.—The Woodchat (E. rufus) is thought to have once or 
twice nested at Freshwater, in the Isle of Wight, where Mr. H. 
Rogers has twice taken a nest which Mr. F. Bond refers to this 
species; and Mr. Rogers believes that he saw the parent bird 
about the same locality. A young bird of the year was shot, in 
1856, in the vicinity of the spot where the nest had been taken. 

The Ash-coloured Shrike (Lanius excubitor) is also supposed to 
have bred in this country, from the circumstance of old birds 
having been noticed during the summer months. In his ‘ British 
Birds,’ Lewin writes, ‘I have seen it in Wiltshire, and have no 
doubt of its breeding there.” Yarrell mentions its occurrence 
during summer in Essex and Northumberland. The Rev. J. 
Duns has seen the bird in summer, in Linlithgow ; and the Rev. 
T. M. Richards informs me that he once found the nest and 
young of the larger Butcher-bird in Somerset, and killed the old 
birds before he was aware of their rarity. I learn from my 
friend, the Rev. W. H. Hawker, that the nest recorded by him 
in the ‘Ibis’ for 1859 (p. 330) has proved to be that of the 
Red-backed, not the Ash-coloured, Shrike. 


MUSCICAPA GRISOLA (L.). Spotted Flycatcher. 
Provinces I.—X VII. 


N.S.—VOL. I. : Cc 
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Subprovinces 1-35. 
Lat. 50°-59°. “British” type, or general. 

Less frequent in Scotland ; but Mr. Dunbar finds it breeding 
as far north as Sutherland and Caithness. 


MUSCICAPA ATRICAPILLA (L.). Pied Flycatcher. 


Provinces I.—V. VII. VIII. X.-XII. XIV. ? XV. ? 

Subprovinces 2—5, 7, 9, II, 13, 14, 15, 18, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25, 
251, 206 

Lat. 50°-55° or 58°. Type uncertain. Not in Ireland. 

A very local species. The nest has been occasionally found 
in North Devon, Somerset, Dorset, Isle of Wight, Surrey, Ox- 
ford, Norfolk, Gloucester, Shropshire, Leicester, and Derby. 
The bird breeds regularly in a few counties of the north and 
west of England. 

In Scotland, the Rev. J. Duns is assured by a friend, upon 
whom he can rely, that the Pied Flycatcher has occasionally bred 
in the neighbourhood of Torphichen. 

Mr. T. Edward has seen the young which were taken near 
Aberdeen, where the bird is said to breed occasionally ; and the 
species has several times come under his notice in the counties 
of Banff and Aberdeen. 


Hypropata cincius (G. R. Gray). Dipper. 


Provinces I. II. V.-X VIII. 
Subprovinces 1, 2, 3, 4, 18-15, 17, 18, 20-36. 
Lat. 50°-59°. “Scottish” or Northern type. 


In all the hilly districts of the west and north of England, 
and throughout Scotland, reaching also to the Hebrides. 

Breeds on one river in Dorsetshire, as I am informed by Mr. 
H. Groves, who has eggs from this locality. 


Turpvus visctvorvs (L.). Mistletoe-Thrush. 


Provinces I.—X VII. 
Subprovinces 1-35. 
Lat. 50°-59°. “ British” type, or general. 
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Apparently still increasing in Scotland, as it is now recorded 
as breeding regularly even in the most northern counties. 


Turpvus musicus (L.). Song-Thrush. 


Provinces [.—-X VIII. 
Subprovinces 1-37. 
Lat. 50°-60°. “ British” type, or general. 
Extends to the Outer Hebrides and Orkney, but does not 
breed in Shetland. 


TURDUS MERULA (L.). Blackbird. 


Provinces I.—X VITI. 
Subprovinces 1-85, 37. 
Lat. 50°-60°.  “ British” type, or general. 

Nests regularly even in the most northern parts of Scotland 
and in Orkney; but apparently does not extend to Shetland, nor 
to “the northern and more remote Hebrides ” (Macgillivray). 

Obs.—It has been thought that a few pairs of the Redwing 
(Turdus iliacus) occasionally remain during summer and nest 
in this country. Mr. Blyth, in Charlesworth’s ‘ Mag. of Nat. 
Hist., states that he had known several such instances in 
Surrey: he also quotes (vol. i. p. 440) the statement, of a dealer, 
that a nest was taken at Barnet. Yarrell mentions a nest found 
at Godalming; and one taken in Leicestershire is recorded in 
the ‘ Zoologist? for 1864, p. 9248. 

In Shropshire, Mr. Eyton has noticed that some remain all the 
summer near Eyton. 

In the summer of 1855, Dr. Saxby found a nest in North 
Wales. It was placed in a tall Portugal laurel ; and he re- 
peatedly observed the bird sitting on her eggs, which he after- 
wards took (see Zoologist, 1861, p. 7427). 

In the Outer Hebrides, Mr. Bullock stated that he had found 
a nest in Harris; and in Orkney, Mr. Low observed a pair 
“in Hoy through the greatest part of summer” (Faun. Ore. 
p. 58). 

The Fieldfare (Turdus pilaris) also is recorded by Mr. Blyth 
to have bred at Merton in Surrey (Charlesworth’s Mag. Nat. 
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Hist. iii. p. 467), but unfortunately that gentleman did not see 
the birds himself. In his ‘Tour in Sutherland’ (i. p. 206) Mr. 
St. John says, “I was shown a nest and eggs from near the 
Spey.” Other instances of supposed nests or of the bird having 
been observed in summer may be found in the ‘ Zoologist,” the 
‘Field, and other periodicals, but there is little doubt that in 
nearly all cases the Mistletoe-Thrush has been mistaken for the 
Fieldfare. 


Turpus Ttorquatus (L.). Ring-Ouzel. 


Provinces I.—X VIII. 
Subprovinees 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 10, 11, 14, 15, 17, 18, 20-35, 36 ?, 37. 
Lat. 50°-59°. “Scottish” or Northern type. 


Nests regularly in the hilly parts of the west and north of 
England, and throughout Scotland. The nest has also been 
found oceasionally in the Isle of Wight, Kent, Suffolk, Norfolk, 
Warwick, and Leicester. Mr. Dunn tells me that the Ring- 
Ouzel breeds occasionally in Hoy; and Yarrell mentions that 
Mr. Bullock found the nest in the Hebrides. 


ORIOLUS GALBULA (L.). Golden Oriole. 


Provinces I. II. ? III. IV. 
Subprovinces 2, 4 ?, 7, IO, II. 
Lat. 50°-53°. “English” or Southern type. Not in Ireland. 


The Rev. M. A. Mathews writes that the Golden Oriole has 
been known to breed in some pleasure-grounds near Barnstaple. 

In Dorsetshire a male Golden Oriole was seen frequenting a 
garden near Blandford for more than a week, and was supposed 
to have a nest (Rev. O. Pickard-Cambridge, in ‘ Zoologist, 1854, 
p: 4366). 

In Kent the nest has several times been found: in a planta- 
tion near Ord, in 1836 (Zoologist, p. 834); near Elmstone, in 
1849 (Zoologist, p. 2496) ; near Sandwich (Zoologist, p. 3034). 
Mr. Charles Gordon, of the Museum, Dover, mentions a nest 
taken near Elmstead ; and adds that the bird appeared again in 
the same locality in 1861. 

Meyer, in his ‘ Illustrations of British Birds,’ figures a nest 
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taken in Suffolk ; and Messrs. Sheppard and Whitear speak of a 
nest found in a garden at Ormsby, in Norfolk. Mr. Alfred 
Newton tells me that the eggs in Mr. Scales’s collection, which 
were thought to have been taken in Norfolk, were really pro- 
cured from Holland. 


ACCENTOR MODULARIS (Bechst.). Hedge Sparrow. 
Provinces I.—X VII. 


Subprovinces 1-35. 
Lat. 50°-59°. “ British” type, or general. 

Breeds as far north as Sutherland and Caithness. Is also 
found in the western isles of Scotland (Yarrell), and “builds in 
the bare islands of the north of Scotland ” (Macgillivray). 


ERYTHACUS RUBECULA (Macgill.). Redbreast. 
Provinces I.—X VIII. 
Subprovinces 1-35, 37. 
Lat. 50°-60°. “ British” type, or general. 

Throughout England and Scotland. Nests and remains the 
whole winter in Orkney ; but does not breed in Shetland, and 
only occasionally visits the Outer Hebrides. 


RUTICILLA PHE@NICURA (Bonap.). Redstart. 
Provinces I.-X VII. 
Subprovinces 1-32, 34, 35. 
Lat. 50°-59°. “ British” type, or general. Not in Ireland. 
Rare in Scotland, though the nest has been found as far north 
as Sutherland and Caithness. 


Ruriciitia titHys (Brehm). Black Redstart. 


Provinces V. VI.? XI. 
Subprovinces 15, 167, 24. 
Lat. 52°-55°. Type, perhaps “ English.” Not in Ireland. 

In the ‘Zoologist’ for 1852 (p. 3503) mention is made of a 
nest found at Rongdon, near Rugely, in Staffordshire; and Mr. 
Hewitson, who has seen one of the eggs, thinks that it can 
scarcely belong to any other British bird (Eggs B. B. ed. 3. 
p. 106). 
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The Rev. H. B. Tristram informs me that a nest, with four 
eges, was once taken in the city of Durham. 

Mr. James Tracy includes the Black Redstart in his list, as 
having nested in Pembrokeshire ; and Mr. W. H. Slaney tells me 
that it has been frequently noticed in the neighbourhood of 
Hatton Hall during the breeding-season. 


PRATINCOLA RUBICOLA (Koch). Stonechat. 

Provinces I.-X VIII. 
Subprovinces 1-36. 
Lat. 50°-59°. “British” type, or general. 

Ranges to the extreme north of the mainland of Scotland, and 
is included by Dr. Dewar in his list of the birds which he has 
found nesting in the Hebrides; but does not breed in Orkney 
and Shetland. 


PRATINCOLA RUBETRA (Koch). Whinchat. 
Provinces I.—X VIII. 
Subprovinces 1-36. 
Lat. 50°-59°. “British” type, or general. 
Like the former, extends to Sutherland, Caithness, and Outer 
Hebrides; but is scarce in some districts. 


SAXICOLA @NANTHE (Bechst.). Wheatear. 


Provinces I.—X VIII. 
Subprovinces 1-38. 
Lat. 50°-61°. “British” type, or general. 

Perhaps less abundant in the south ; “ nowhere more plentiful 
than in the Outer Hebrides and Orkney and Shetland Islands ” 
(Macgillivray). 


CALAMODYTA LOCUSTELLA (G.R.Gray). Grasshopper- Warbler. 


Provinces 1.—XIII. XIV. XVI. 
Subprovinces 1-15, 16 ?, 17, 19-25, 26, 27, 28, 32. 
Lat. 50°-56°. “English” or Southern type. 
Thinly scattered through England and Wales, and breeds also 


in a few localities in the south of Scotland. 
The bird has been killed in Kirkcudbright (Sir W. Jardine), 
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and the nest taken in Wigton (Rev. T. B. Bell). Birds seen in 
Ayrshire (Rennie) and in Renfrew (Mr. M. Young). Breeds 
regularly in Haddington (Mr. R. Gray), in Edinburgh (Mr. J. 
Grahame), occasionally in Linlithgow (Mr. T. D. Weir), and 
regularly on Loch Lomond (Mr. R. Gray). Dr. Dewar has shot 
the old birds in Argyleshire. 


CALAMODYTA PHRAGMITIS (Bonap.).. Sedge Warbler. 


Provinces I.-X VII. 
Subprovinces 1-35, 
Lat. 50°-59°. “British” type, or general. 


Extends to Sutherland and Caithness, but docs not reach the 
Scottish isles. 


CaLaMopyTa LUSCINIOIDES (G. R. Gray). Savi’s Warbler. 


Provinces I.? III.? IV. 
Subprovinces 2?, 7?, 8?, (12). 
Lat. 50°-53°. “Germanic” type.. Not in Ireland. 

The Rev. H. Roundell tells me that he has obtained eggs from 
Kingsbridge, in Devonshire. 

In the ‘Zoologist’ for 1850, p. 2849, Mr. J. Green, a dealer, 
mentions a nest taken by himself at Dagenham, in Essex. 
Another at Erith, in Kent (‘ Zoologist,’ p. 3945). 

Mr. H. Stevenson tells me that eggs have been found in the 
Norfolk marshes much resembling those of Savi’s Warbler, and 
five birds have been killed in the county. 

Mr. F. Bond informs me that the nest has many times been 
found in Cambridge and Huntingdonshire; but that, owing to 
the recent extensive draining-operations, he believes the bird has 
ceased to breed in the fens of Baitsbight, Burwell, and Whittlesea, 
where it was formerly a regular summer visitor. 


CALAMODYTA STREPERA (G. R. Gray). Reed Warbler. 
Provinces I.—X. 
Subprovinces 3-22. 
Lat. 50°-55°. “English ” or Southern type. Not in Ireland. 
More common on the eastern side of England, and does not 
breed in Devon and Cornwall. Extends as far north as Scar- 
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borough (Mr. A. S. Bell) and Lancashire (Mr. J. F. Brock- 
holes). 

The nest has once been taken in Haddingtonshire by Mr. 
Hepburn. 


CALAMODYTA ARUNDINACEA(G.R.Gray). Great Reed Warbler. 

Provinces III. IV. 
Subprovinces 7 ?, 8, 12. 
Lat. 51°-53°. “ Germanic” type. Not in Ireland. 

Yarrell, in his second Supplement, records a nest taken near 
Dorking ; and the bird has several times been killed in Kent. 
Mr. F. Bond tells me that he has seen three eggs which were 
taken in Hertfordshire ; and he himself possesses two eggs which 
were sent to him from Northamptonshire. 


LuscINIa PHILOMELA (Bonap.). Nightingale. 
Provinces I.-V. VIII. X. 
Subprovinces 2-15, 19, 20, 22, 23. 
Lat. 50°-54°. “ Germanic” type. Not in Ireland. 


Nests in East Devon, Somerset, Gloucester, Monmouth, Here- 
ford (rarely), Shropshire (occasionally), Stafford, Derby, York, 
and in all the counties to the east of this line. 

The Nightingale is also thought to have once bred near Sun- 
derland, and has been heard at Carlisle. 

In the ‘Zoologist?’ (p. 241) Mr. R. D. Duncan repeats his 
statement that a pair of Nightingales were heard, and the male 
shot, in Calder Wood, Mid Lothian, in the summer of 1826—a 
warm season. 


SYLVIA ATRICAPILLA (Latham). Blackcap. 

Provinces I.—XVII. 
Subprovinces 1-28, 29, 30?, 31, 32. 
Lat. 50°-58°. “ English” or Southern type. 

Rare in Scotland, though it has been found nesting in many 
different counties, especially of the two southern provinces. 
Beyond the Forth, the nest has been found in Clackmannan 
(Dr. P. Brotherson), in Perthshire (Col. Drummond-Hay), in 
Banffshire a few pairs every year (Mr. T. Edward), in Dum- 
barton (Mr. R. Gray), and in Ross-shire (Mr. R. Danford). 
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SYLVIA HORTENSIS (Lath.). Garden Warbler. 


Provinces I-VI. VIII.-XIV. XV.? XVI? 
Subprovinces 1, 2-15, 17, 18-28, 29 ?, 32? 
Lat. 50°-56°. “ English” or Southern type. 


Throughout England ; but scarce in Cornwall and Pembroke- 
shire, and I have no authority for its breeding in North Wales. 

Extends to the south, at least, of Scotland, perhaps to Argyle 
and Perthshire. 


SYLVIA CINEREA (Lath.). Whitethroat. 


Provinces I.-XVII. 
Subprovinces 1-33, 34, 35. 
Lat. 50°-59°. “British” type, or general. 

Scarce in the north of Scotland, though ranging to the extreme 
north of the mainland. 

Mr. W. Dunbar describes it as nesting only occasionally in 
Ross, Sutherland, and Caithness ; and Mr. H. D. Graham finds it 
breeding regularly in Mull and Iona. 


SYLVIA CURRUCA (Lath.).. Lesser Whitethroat. 


Provinces J.-V. VIJI.-XIV. XVI. 
Subprovinces 8-15, 19-25, 27, 28, 32? 
Lat. 50°-56°. ‘ English” or Southern type. Not in Ireland. 


Apparently scarce in the west of England, and does not breed 
in Cornwall or Devon, nor have I any authority for its nesting 
in Wales. Very rare in Scotland, where it has been observed in 
Ayrshire, Renfrew, and Lanark (see Macgillivray, vol. u.). In 
Haddington, breeding (Mr. A. Hepburn). In Edinburgh. In 
Linlithgow, breeding occasionally (Mr. T. D. Weir), Mr. R. Gray 
believes it breeds near Loch Lomond, and he has also obtained 
the bird from Argyleshire. 


SYLVIA SIBILATRIX (Bechst.). Wood Wren. 
Provinces I.—X VI. 
Subprovinces 1-28, 29, 30, 32. 
Lat. 50°-58°. “ British” or “ English” type. Not in Ireland. 
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Throughout England; and in Scotland ranges further north 
than the Chiff-Chaff, having been observed by the Duke of 
Argyll in Argyleshire and at Balmoral. Mr. T. Edward has seen 
the bird in Banffshire ; and Mr. J. Lamb tells me that it is com- 
mon round Perth, where Mr. A. Pullar has also found the nest. 


SYLVIA TROCHILUS (Lath.). Willow Wren. 


Provinces I.—-X VII. 
Subprovinces 1-35. 
Lat. 50°-59°. “ British” type, or general. 


Throughout Great Britam, becoming less numerous in the 
north of Scotland. Found plentiful in Sutherland by Mr. Selby ; 
and is reported by Mr. W. Dunbar as nesting regularly in Ross, 
Sutherland, and Caithness. 


SyLvIA RUFA (Naum.). Chiffchaff. 


Provinces I.—XIV. 
Subprovinces 1-25, 26-28. 
Lat. 50°-56°. “English” or Southern type. 


Throughout England and Wales, and in a few counties of the 
south of Scotland. Sir W. Jardine marks the Chiffchaff as 
nesting sparingly in Dumfries. Mr. R. Gray finds it nesting 
near Glasgow; and the Rev. J. Duns tells me that the bird is 
well known in Berwickshire. 

Macgillivray speaks of its having been seen in various parts 
of Scotland, especially the Lothians, where it is very rare. The 
bird is included in the ‘Natural History of Dee-side,’ on the 
authority of Mr. Brown, who describes it as occurring very 
rarely near- Abergeldie and Micras. 


Syivra unpata (G. R. Gray). Dartford Warbler. 
Provinces I—III. V.? VIIL.? 
Subprovinces 1?, 2-9, 14 ?, 20? 
Lat. 50°-52°. “ English” type, or Southern. 

Confined apparently to a few counties of the extreme south 
of England. Montagu mentions its occurrence in Cornwall. 
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The nest has been found in Devon, Wilts, Dorset, Hants, Sussex, 
Kent, Surrey, and Middlesex. 

The nest has once been taken in. Oxfordshire (Zoologist, 
p. 2597); and Mr. J. J. Briggs has lately informed me that he 
has taken a nest in Derbyshire, which he believes belongs to the 
Dartford Warbler. Yarrell mentions its occurrence in Worcester- 
shire and Leicestershire. It seems likely that the bird may occa- 
sionally extend its range beyond latitude 52°, until killed or 
driven back by an unusually severe winter. One of the species 
characteristic of the South-European fauna. 


RrecuLus cristatus (Koch). Golden-crested Wren. 


Provinces I.-X VII. 
Subprovinces 1-35. 
Lat. 50°-59°. “ British ” type, or general. 


Breeds as far north as Sutherland and Caithness (Mr. W. 
Dunbar), but not in the Scottish isles. 

Obs.—Regulus ignicapillus (Naum.). In the third edition of 
Hewitson’s ‘ Eggs B. B? (vol. i. p. 148) occurs the remark :— 
“The Rev. E. H. Browne has watched this species” [the Fire- 
crested Wren] “ during the summer near his residence at Blo’ 
Norton, in Norfolk, and has no doubt it breeds there ;” but there 
is too much reason to fear that the Golden-crested Wren has in 
this instance been mistaken for the Fire-erested, which appears 
to be only a winter visitant to Britain. 


[To be continued. | 


Il.—A few Identifications and Rectifications of Synonymy. 
By Epwarp Biytu. 


On looking over the type-specimens of Javanese birds described 
or enumerated by the late Dr. Horsfield in the Thirteenth volume 
of the ‘Transactions of the Linnean Society,’ I find that several 
of them appertain to Australian species, with which they have 
only recently been identified by Mr. Swinhoe and myself. 

Falco pondicerianus apud Horsfield is a race intermediate to 
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